
BEWARE PIPELINE LANDMEN COMING TO YOUR DOOR!! DO NOT SIGN!

In May of 2013, the Millennium Pipeline Company announced plans to install a 24-inch 
diameter, 1,200 psi gas pipeline across you and your neighbors’ properties. 

Here is what we’ve learned from others ---

DECEPTION and CONFLICT OF INTEREST:
Landmen from the company will contact you to persuade you to sign away a permanent 
easement allowing the pipeline to be installed on your property with a pitch such as this:

“My responsibility is to be the ‘voice’ of the pipeline company directly to you 
(land owner), as well as to represent ‘your voice’ and best interest to 
communicate and work in ‘good faith’ negotiations.”

Since the landman works for the company, it is unethical to claim that he represents your 
best interests, because your interests are in direct conflict with the  company’s interest 
of profits and cost savings.

HOW THE “OFFER” IS CALCULATED:
Offers for permanent easement, Right of Way (RoW), for a 50-foot wide strip of property 
are based on the value of that strip ONLY, not your entire property. 

The RoW agreement gives the company access to all of your property, but only pays you 
for the strip.   RoW agreements are FOREVER, with no termination date.  

BEWARE PRESSURE TACTICS TO GET YOU TO SIGN IMMEDIATELY!

	
 •	
 Time-Pressure Pitch: This type of pitch places a great deal of pressure 
on the land owners to make quick decisions before he/she can become informed on 
all aspects of this important, long-term matter. 

The initial non-negotiable “offer” will be for 3 times the value of the strip, IF you 
sign within the first 30 days.  This offer then drops to twice the value, in the 
second 30 day period.  It then shrinks to 1.5 times the value, after 60 days. 

Landmen will refuse to discuss the value of the balance of the property, the pipeline route 
or other environmental issues, as they claim that these are not negotiable.  They will tell 
you “take it or leave it;  the company will use eminent domain and get it anyway.”

	
 •	
 No Right to Refuse Pitch: Landmen will try to convince you that you 
have no right to refuse, because this line will be placed along the same route as the 
existing easement for the abandoned, 6-inch diameter Sunoco pipeline.  



If they did not need a further agreement from you, they would not be at your door.  They 
need access to more land and rights than in the old easement. 

You do not have to agree to allow access to your lands, even for surveying. If they claim 
the right of access to survey from the old easement, make them produce a copy of that.

	
 •	
 THREATS OF EMINENT DOMAIN:  If no agreement is reached 
initially, landmen have been sending a follow up letter, in which they threaten the 
forcible seizure of the land through eminent domain proceedings.  The letter will 
state that this is a “last resort” but does not explain why.   

Eminent Domain proceedings are expensive for companies, in terms of legal expenses and 
likelihood that the company will be ordered to pay many times more than offered.

A court will value the property in its entirety at its “highest and best use,” take into 
account any decline in value of the balance of the property, and likely award the 
homeowners the cost of appraisals and legal fees.

Further, many of the non-negotiable issues will be back on the table during this 
proceeding, e.g. whether they can build facilities such as compressors; whether they can 
run more than one pipeline through your property; whether they can expand to larger 
pipes; whether they will indemnify you; or what they can run through the pipeline, such 
as tar sand crude.

POTENTIAL NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF SIGNING A 
COMPANY’S RoW AGREEMENT:

Mortgages carry a clear prohibition against hazardous activities and substances, and 
can be negatively impacted when the value of the property as a whole shrinks.   So 
it is likely that getting another mortgage or selling the property will not be possible.   
Likewise, homeowner’s insurance also prohibits hazardous activities; signing a 
RoW agreement could result in insurance cancellation, as has occurred with gas 
wells.

PLEASE DO NOT SIGN:
Land owners should not sign before they understand all the potential issues and 
problems. Not agreeing to the first, pushy offer will result in maintaining power to 
stop this pipeline or in getting a fair value that will be many times what is offered if 
your land is taken through eminent domain.

Land owners should consult with an attorney who knows this area of law.



This I-81 pipeline and the accompanying compressor stations will impact our entire region. 
It is the infrastructure to support High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing.

CONTACT:	
	
  STOP the 81 PIPELINE	
 	
 (315) 475-2559         
	
 	
 	
 	
  http://stop81pipeline.wordpress.com/

MORE INFO	
 www.GDACC.org 	
 Gas Drilling Awareness for Cortland County; 
	
 	
 	
 current info and archives covering HVHF, pipelines, lease 
	
 	
 	
 termination, and more

 	
 	
 	
 http://www.stopthepipeline.org/  (the (un)Constitutional Pipeline, 
	
 	
 	
 another pipeline; more good info here. It is a different pipeline than 
	
 	
 	
 the I-81 pipeline.)

  
	

	
 	
 Please share this information with your neighbors. Help spread the word.

http://www.GDACC.org
http://www.GDACC.org

